Smoker Lungs
Indoor Air Quality  EPA estimates that indoor air pollutants cause 6,000 deaths each year (mostly in the form of cancer)
 Indoor air must be turned over at a rate of ½ hour to 5 hours  Any combustion must be ventilated directly outside  This is a problem in developing countries where they use biomass fuels for stovetop cooking.
 Exposes family to may pollutants 
Components of Green Building
Environmentally Preferable Building Materials and Specifications  EPA's Industrial Materials Recycling Program provides information on how industrial materials, such as coal combustion products, foundry sand, and construction and demolition debris, can be recycled to meet the material needs of our construction industry.
 Industrial materials can be recycled in construction applications because they have many of the same chemical and physical properties as the virgin materials they replace.
 In some cases, they can even improve the quality of a product.
 Low or no toxic emissions in the production of or building use of materials
Waste Reduction  Engineers in the building-materials business have designed all kinds of products to save lumber by using optimal value engineered (OVE) joists and beams that require minimal trimming and boring for mechanical runs.
 Green builders can go as far as recycling job-site waste and using it for mulch in the newly planted yard.
Indoor Air Quality  Air-tight houses are critical to energy efficiency, but an unwelcome result is indoor air quality that is five times more polluted than the air outdoors.
 Green builders often use some kind of fresh-air ventilation to exhaust the stale indoor air to the outside, bring in fresh air and conserve energy.
Smart Growth and Sustainable Development  Some of the factors involved are orientation of the house to maximize natural sunlight for heat and light, as well as shade for cooling.
 As a result, the home's furnace and air conditioning don't have to work as hard to maintain a comfortable house.  Another goal is making a minimal impact on the area in which the house is built.
 Forget clear-cutting the entire lot; take down only the trees and bushes that would interfere with construction. The remaining trees can help cool the house in the summer and act as a windbreak in the winter.  And locating the home near shopping and other services will keep the amount of driving down; a win for the entire environment.
